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or scallop DAS, may possess, retain,
and land up to 50 Ib (23 k) tail-weight
or 166 Ib (75 kg) whole weight of
monkfish per trip, regardless of the
weight of other fish on board.

(d) Monkfish liver landing restrictions.
(1) A vessel authorized to land
monkfish under this part may possess
or land monkfish livers up to 25 per-
cent of the tail-weight of monkfish, or
up to 10 percent of the whole weight of
monkfish, per trip, except as provided
under paragraph (d)(2) of this section.

(2) If a vessel possesses or lands both
monkfish tails and whole monkfish,
the vessel may land monkfish livers up
to 10 percent of the whole weight of
monkfish per trip using the following
weight ratio:

(0.10) x [(tail weight x 3.32) + (whole
fish x 1)]

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (d)(2): The value 3.32 is
the live weight conversion for tails and the
value of 1 is the live weight conversion for
fish landed in a whole condition.

(e) Transiting. A vessel that has de-
clared into the NFMA for the purpose
of fishing for monkfish, or a vessel that
is subject to less restrictive measures
in the NFMA, may transit the SFMA,
provided that the vessel does not har-
vest or possess monkfish from the
SFMA and that the vessel’s fishing
gear is properly stowed and not avail-
able for immediate use in accordance
with §648.23(b).

(f) Area declaration requirement for ves-
sels fishing exclusively in the NFMA. Ves-
sels fishing under a multispecies, scal-
lop, or monkfish DAS under the less re-
strictive management measures of the
NFMA, must fish for monkfish exclu-
sively in the NFMA and declare into
the NFMA for a period of not less than
30 days by obtaining a letter of author-
ization from the Regional Adminis-
trator. A vessel that has not declared
into the NFMA under this paragraph (f)
shall be presumed to have fished in the
SFMA and shall be subject to the more
restrictive requirements of that area.
A vessel that has declared into the
NFMA may transit the SFMA, pro-
viding that it complies with the
transiting and gear storage provisions
described in §648.94(e), and provided
that it does not fish for or catch
monkfish, or any other fish, in the
SFMA.
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(g) Other landing restrictions. Vessels
are subject to any other applicable
landing restrictions of this part.

[64 FR 54749, Oct. 7, 1999, as amended at 65 FR
11480, Mar. 3, 2000; 65 FR 37917, June 19, 2000;
68 FR 22330, Apr. 28, 2003]

§648.95 [Reserved]

§648.96 Monkfish annual adjustment
process and framework specifica-
tions.

(a) General. The Monkfish Monitoring
Committee (MFMC) shall meet on or
before November 15 of each year to de-
velop target TACs for the upcoming
fishing year in accordance with para-
graph (b)(1) of this section, and options
for NEFMC and MAFMC consideration
on any changes, adjustment, or addi-
tions to DAS allocations, trip limits,
size limits, or other measures nec-
essary to achieve the Monkfish FMP’s
goals and objectives. The MFMC shall
review available data pertaining to dis-
cards and landings, DAS, and other
measures of fishing effort; stock status
and fishing mortality rates; enforce-
ment of and compliance with manage-
ment measures; and any other relevant
information.

(b) Annual Adjustment Procedures—(1)
Setting annual target TACs. (i) The
MFEMC shall submit to the Councils
and Regional Administrator the target
monkfish TACs for the upcoming fish-
ing year as soon as possible after the
availability of the NMFS fall trawl sur-
vey indices, but no later than January
7, based on the control rule formula de-
scribed in paragraph (b)(1)(ii) of this
section. The Regional Administrator
shall then promulgate any changes to
existing management measures, pursu-
ant to the methods specified in para-
graphs (b)(2) and (3) of this section, re-
sulting from the updated target TAC
through rulemaking consistent with
the Administrative Procedure Act. If
the annual target TAC generated
through the control rule formula de-
scribed in paragraph (b)(1)(ii) of this
section does not require any changes to
existing management measures, then
no action shall be required by the Re-
gional Administrator. If the action is
submitted after January 7, then the
target TACs and associated manage-
ment measures for the prior fishing
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